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BEPARTEENT @F STATE

COT”IDEH"IAL TE.ASE'FC‘R PUBLICATION AT 12:00 NOQil, E.S.Te,
vTDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 1946, NOT T0 BE PREVIQUSLY
PUBLI“HED, QU OWED r?ON OR USED IN ANY WAY.

Folldwing is tre text of a note from the Acting Secretary
of State to the Charge d'Affaires of the Soviet Embasgy in
Washington, dated August 19, 1946, concerninrg the auestion

of the Turkish Straits. Copies of this note have aléo been
transmitted tc the Governments of the United Kingdom, France,
Turkey, Greece, Yugoslavia and Rumania which were amonz the
"sigaatories of the Montreux Convention of -~ July 293 19363

"august 19, 1946
TQips

"I acknowledge receipt of your note of August 7, 1946,
which sets forth the text of the note addressed on the’ sqme
day Dby the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to the Government of the Repuollc of Turkey and
eipress the appreciation of this Government for the courtesy
of the Soviet' Gevernment in making this ‘information available,

"It will be recalled that the American Embassy in Hoscow
made available to the Soviet Government in November 1245 a
copy of ‘the note‘wiich the American Lrbacsy in Ankara
delivered to tire Turkish Government on Hovember 2, 184

(@2}

®

"This Government has given Careful study to the views
enpressed by the Soviet Governmert in its note to the Turkish
Gevernment. It would appear from a2 comparison of this Govern-
mentts note of November 2, 1945, with tne Soviet note to the

Turkish Gevernment of August 7, 1046 that the views of the
Governments of t¢e United States and of the Soviet Un;on,
while not in entire accord, are in general ugreemen with

regard to the three followinu proposals set forth in the
Sov et note:

"11. The Straits should be always open to the passage
of merchant ships of all countries.

M2, The Straits should be always open to the passage
of warships of the Black Sea powers.

"15. Passage through the Straits for warships not velong-
ing to the Black Sea powers snall not be permitted
except in cases sgpecially provided fors!

"lir. Fedor Orekhov,

"CQﬂr%e d'Affaires ad interim,

of the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republicse

fThe
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"The fourth proposal set forth in tbe Soviet note does
not appear to envisage a revision of the MNontreux Convenu¢o1- S
as suggested in our note to the Turkish Government of Hovem-
ber 2, 1945 but rather the establishment of a new regime .
whlch would be confined to Turkey and the other Elack, Sea
powerss It is the view of this Government that the regime

“of the Straits is a matter of concern not only to the. Black

Sea povers but also to other powers, inciuding the United -
States. This Covernment cannot, therefore,, agree with the-

Soviet view that the establishment of the regime of the

Straits snould come under the competence of., the Black Sea

powers’ to uue exclusion of other powers.

1e~1Lftn proposal set forth ‘in the note of the Soviet
uovernrcnt was that Turkey ard the Soviet Uhlon should organ—
ize joint n eans of defense of the Straits. It is the firm
opinion of tiiis Government that Turkey ghould continue to be -
primarily responsible for the defense of the Straits. Should
the Straite become the object of attack or threat of attack
by an azgressor, the resulting SLtuaLwon would constitute a
threat to international cecurltj ard would: clearly be a
matter for action on the part of fthe Security Council of the

- United Hatvionse

"It is observed that the -note of the Soviet Government

contains no reference to the United Nations. The yoeitiOn

of the Government of the United States is that the regime
of ‘the Straits should be brought into aprropriate relation-

-ship with une Unlted Mationg and should function in a nanner

tirul atent wwtn the principles 3na aims of the )
Unlted «*ono.

MThe Covernment of the United States reafflrna ite -
willingress %to participate in a confereuce called ‘o
revise tuc mcntreux Conve tlon.

nAccept Slr tne renewed assurance of{my high - S
copulécraulon.‘f‘=» . . : . o

C. 7w 'DEAN ACHESON ' : ‘
~ 27 . Macting Secretary of State™ , .
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